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LOCAL ACCESS FORUM REPORT –26th November 2019
AGENDA ITEM 5

A ccessibility W orkingGroupR eportforL A Fm eeting26N ovem ber2019

P urposeofR eport

T osetoutthefindingsfrom thefootpathsurvey ofBattlem eadCom m onundertakenby the

Accessibility W orkingGroupandtom akeanum berofrecom m endationsforfutureaction.

R ecom m endations

1.T hatsubjecttoany com m entsm adeby theL AF,furthersurveysandreportsonoftheGreenW ay

andotherrelevantlocationsusethesam em ethodology andreportform atasBattlem eadCom m on

2.R BW M considertheneedsofpeoplew ithdisabilitiesinallfootpathdesignandim provem ent

program m es.

3.T hatinview ofitshistoricalim portanceandinordertocom pleteacircularw alkingroutefor

peopleofallabilitiesR BW M consideropeningupoftheCausew ay P athacrossBattlem eadCom m on

subjecttoany significantfindingsfrom theover-w interingbirdsurvey.

4.R BW M considertheproposalsinthisreportforthelocationofbenches,signageandinform ation

boardsonBattlem eadCom m on.

5.R BW M consideradoptingthefootpathsignagesystem usedby theS outhDow nsN ationalP arkfor

all‘parkland’ andform ally nam edroutessuchastheM illennium W alk;theM aidenheadBoundary

W alk;andtheGreenW ay.

6.R BW M considerw hatpathsurfacesm ightbeusedtoenablepeoplew ithdisabilitiestouseparts

oftherightsofw ay netw orkandinw hatcircum stancesthey m ightappropriately beused.

1.Background

1.1.Battlem eadCom m onw asoneoftw opilotareas(theotherbeingtheGreenW ay)agreedby the

L ocalAccessForum tobesurveyedaspartofitsinitiativetoim proveaccesstopublicrightsofw ay

forpeoplew ithdisabilities.T hepurposeofthesurveysistoassessthesuitability ofthechosen

P R O W sforaccessby peoplew ithdisabilities;tosuggestw hatprovisionsandfacilitiesm ightbe

m adetoim proveaccess;andtoidentify any broaderissuesthatm ightarise.

1.2.Battlem eadCom m onw aspurchasedby theR oyalBoroughinDecem ber2018 aspublicopen

space.Itcom prisessom e110 acresandliesbetw eentheL ow erCookham R oadandtheR iver

T ham es.Itw asform erly partofW hiteP laceFarm andusedforagriculturalpurposes.T hereare

threem ainareas:theEastField,borderingtheT ham es;theW estFieldborderingtheL ow er

Cookham R oad;andthesm allerN orthFieldadjoiningW idbrookCom m on.T heareaism ostly

reclaim edpasturelandtogetherw ithsom ew oodlandandw etland.Itiscrossedby theW hiteBrook,

w hicheventually runsintoT heCutsoutheastofM aidenheadviaM aidenheadT ow nCentre.T here
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arealsosom elakesandpondsinthearea.T heCom m onhasm uchofinterestandvalue.Ithasarich

floraandfaunaandaninterestingow nershiphistory.T heCom m oniscrossedby theM aidenhead

Boundary W alkandtheM illenium W alkby w ay oftheCausew ay P ath.T herearevery fineview sto

Clivedenfrom som elocations.

1.3.T heR oyalBoroughisintendingtoinstallasm allcarparkandhasopenedupanum berof

perm issivepaths.AccesstotheEastFieldiscurrently notallow ed,pendingcom pletionofanover-

w interingbirdsurvey inearly 2020.A finalfootpathnetw orkcannotbeagreeduntilthissurvey is

com pleted.

R esponsibility forthedevelopm entandm anagem entofBattlem eadCom m onrestsw iththeR oyal

Borough,w hohaveestablishedaFriendsofBattlem eadCom m onforum toadviseonthis:all

decisionm akingpow ersrem ainw iththeR oyalBorough.

2.S um m ary ofsurvey findings

2.1.S urvey detailsareappendedtothisreport.

2.2.T hesurvey w asundertakenon5 N ovem ber2019.Conditionsw eredry buttherehadbeenrain

foranum berofdaysbeforethesurvey andunderfootconditionsw erew et.Allexistingperm itted

paths,w iththeexceptionofthecrossfieldpathw hichisunm ow natpresent,w eresurveyed

togetherw iththatpartoftheT ham esP athborderingtheCom m on.Itw asnotpossibletosurvey the

Causew ay P athsinceaccessisnotcurrently allow edalthoughtheP athw asopenedfortheannual

M aidenheadBoundary W alkinearly O ctober,w henitw asw alkedby over200 people.

2.3.T heareaasaw holeisgenerally flat,w ithnosignificantgradients.P athsaregenerally ingood

conditionandnoparticularly m uddy areasw ereencountered.P athw idthsaregood(apartfrom

sectionsoftheT ham esP ath)andnoobstructionsw erem et,otherthanafew treerootsthatw ere

notconsideredtobeproblem atic.N ofacilitiesorfootpathfurnitureiscurrently inplaceandsignage

islim itedtoplasticdiscsonfencesandgateposts.Dogow nersarerequestedtokeeptheirdogson

leads.

2.4.Insum m ary,thelocation,physicalnatureandhistory ofBattlem eadCom m onw ouldm akeitan

excellentw alkinglocationform any people.How ever,thefactthatm ostofthefootpathsatpresent

arenaturalsurfacem eansthatanactivem aintenanceregim ew illbeneededtoensurepeopleusing

w heelchairsorstrollerscancontinuetousethem .

3.Broaderissuesarising

3.1.R outesform any/allpeople

Ifaccessforolderpeople,parentsw ithyoungchildrenandpeoplew ithdisabilitiesistohavereal

m eaningitisnecessary todevelopviableroutesasw ellasassesstheconditionofindividualpaths

andpathsections.Althoughtheunderfootconditionsasthey areatpresentcouldbechallengingfor

som e,anum berofroutespresentthem selves

CircularW alks
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 A circularw alkoftheW estField

 A circularw alkaroundeitherhalfoftheW estFieldusingthecross-fieldpath.

 A longercircularw alkfrom theCarP arktoP oint4 andreturningviatheT ham esP athand

theEastFieldw ouldbepossiblew eretheCausew ay P athtobeopened.

‘T hereandBack’W alks

 From theparkingareatoP oint2 orontotheconcretebridgeonP ath2 -3

 From theparkingareaacrosstheCausew ay P ath(currently closed)totheT ham esP ath

ItisclearthattheCausew ay P ath,ifopened,w ouldaddsignificantly tothefootpathnetw ork.

How ever,w eappreciatethatatthisstageitw ouldonly bepossibletotakedecisionsinprincipleand

subjecttofutureresearchfindings.

3.2.R outesignageandinform ation

3.2.1.Everyoneplanningaw alkneedstobeabletom akeinform edjudgem entsabouttheirability to

com pletetheirchosenroute.T hisinvolvesconsideringdistance,terrainandgroundconditions.T his

isespecially trueforpeoplew ithdisabilities,w hoalsoneedtoconsidertherestingfacilitiesasw ell

asthefactorsalready m entioned.A standardapproachtofootpathm apping,w hetheron-site,in

hardcopy,orontheR BW M w ebsite,w ouldhelpgreatly w iththis.

3.2.2.Itisthereforerecom m endedthatallfootpathm apsonBattlem eadCom m on(andotherareas

w herem oreaccessiblew alksareencouraged)shouldadoptacom m onform at.T heL AFhasalready

seenthatusedby theS outhDow nsN ationalP ark,w hichshow sgradients,restingplacesand

accessiblegatesinadditiontothem oreusualfeaturessuchasrefreshm entfacilities. R BW M is

recom m endedtoconsideradoptingthesam eform at.

3.3.Footpathsurfacing

3.3.1.T hisisasensitiveissueandforany givenpaththerew illalw aysbeaneedtostrikeabalance

betw eenleavingitinanaturalstateandsurfacingorm aintainingitinaparticularw ay.

3.3.2.W hilstm akingnorecom m endationsinrelationtoany particularpath,w erecom m endthat

R BW M undertakesom eresearchintow hatpathsurfacesm ightbeusedtoenablepeoplew ith

disabilitiestousepartsoftherightsofw ay netw orkandinw hatcircum stancesthey m ight

appropriately beused.T hisw orkshouldseektoidentify bestpracticeelsew here.
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A P P EN DIX

BA T T L EM EA D P A T H S U R VEY DET A IL S

A m apshow inglocationpointsisappended

1.P ath1-2 L ength400 m etres

1.1.Descriptionandcondition

 T heentrancegatetotheCom m onhasalready beenreferredbacktotheR oyalBoroughin

view ofthepoorvisibility forcrossingtheroad;unsuitablegatedesign;andtheentrance

ram pbeingtoosteep.

 T hefirst50 m etresorsoofthepathfrom thegatehavealoosely com pactedstoneandgrit

surfacethatdoesnotprovideasufficiently stablebaseforw heelchairorw alkerusers,

particularly w henvery w et.T hew idthofthissection,at1.8m etres,isadequate.

 T herem ainderofthepathisam ow nstripthatis2.4 to2.6 m etresw ide.T hissectionhas

vehicletrackstoeachsidebutthereisnorutting.T hesurfaceisreasonably leveland

som ew hattussocky.

1.2.S ignageandfacilities

 A benchlocatedatB1 (S U 9015 8395)besideagatew ouldbeasuitablerestingspotfor

thosefindingtheterraindifficultandprovideview sacrosstheCom m ontow ardsthefar

w oodlandfringe.

 A bench,fingerpostsigns,apathsm apcouldbelocatedatB2 (S U 9031 8396).T hisisakey

pathjunctionanditm ay bethatsom epeoplew ithdisabilitiesw illneedtodecidew hether

tocontinueonfrom hereorreturntothecarpark.T hepathm apshouldshow thew hole

siteandincludedistancestofacilitatethis.

2.P ath2 – 3 L ength250 m etres

2.1.Descriptionandcondition

 T hepathfrom thejunctiontotheconcretebridgeatS U 9032 8401 isapartsurfacedfarm

track.T hesurfaceisfairly evenandifproperly m aintainedshouldpresentnom ajor

problem s.T heeffectivepathw idthis2.6 m etres.

 T hepathfrom thebridgetoP oint3 issim ilarincharacterbutthesurfaceism oreuneven

andm uddy inparts.

2.2.S ignageandfacilities

 T hereisnoneedforrestingfacilitiesonthissection.

 T herearegoodview sacrossw etlands(atthistim eoftheyear)tow ardstheT ham esfrom

theconcretebridge.Aninform ationboardaboutfloraandfaunaandpossibly includinga

panoram aview couldbeinstalledatB3.

3.P ath3 – 4 L ength450 m etres

3.1.Descriptionandcondition
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 P athism ow ngrassw ithaw idthof2.6 m etres.Itisgenerally levelbutthereissom e

unevennessduetohardcoreatthestartofthesectionandby thefieldentranceatS U 9053

8426,w herethereisalsoaslightdip.N oneofthesearesignificant.

 T hepathjoinstheT ham esP athatS U 9076 8427 andpassesthroughanew ly-plantedhedge.

Atpresentthegapis1.5 m etresbutthisw illreduceconsiderably asthehedgem atures.A

w idergapshouldbem ade.

3.2.S ignageandfacilities

 N orestingfacilitiesarerequiredalongthepath.

 T hejunctionw iththeT ham esP athisasignificantentry pointtoBattlem ead.A benchcould

beplacedatB4,alongw ithafootpathm apandgeneralinform ationaboutBattlem eadin

linew iththatprovidedattheL ow erCookham R oadentrance.

4.P ath4 – 5 L ength700 m etres(partoftheT ham esP ath)

4.1.Descriptionandcondition

 T hepathishardsurfacedthroughoutthissection,asittotheaccesspointfrom thesouthat

IsletR oad.T heusablew idthis1.6 m etresatP oint4 butthisnarrow sto1.0 m etreatS U

90778418 andto0.8m etreatS U 9076 8413.Inpractise,them ajority ofthesectionisonly 1

m etrew ideorlessalthoughitcouldbeeasily w idenedinpart.T herearesom etreerootsin

thepath.

 T hegrasssurfacealongsidethehedge,w hichrunsthelengthofthissection,hasalsobeen

w alkedbutw ouldnotbesuitableforw heelchairsorstrollers.

4.2.S ignageandfacilities

 N ocom m entsm adeasthissectionispartoftheT ham esP ath

5.P ath2 – 6 L ength300 m etres

5.1.Descriptionandcondition

 T hepathisam ow nstripthatis2.4 to2.6 m etresw ide.T herearefaintvehicletrackstoeach

sidebutnorutting.T hesurfaceisreasonably evenbutthereisrubbleatP oint6 thatw ould

m akethegoinguncertainforpeoplew ithm obility orvisualim pairm ent.

 P oint6 isw heretheCausew ay P athsectionoftheBoundary andM illennium w alksbegins.

5.2 S ignageandfacilities

 P oint6 isakey pointonthesiteandanobviouslocationforbenchesandinform ationboards

atB5.Inform ationcouldcoverpathroutes;floraandfauna;andapanoram aexposition

includingthew aterareasandCliveden.T hisw ouldalsobeasuitablelocationfora

contextualm apofthew iderarea,show ingtheT ham esP athtoCookham andBoulter’sL ock,

W idbrookCom m onandtheW hiteBrooksystem intoM aidenhead.

6.P ath6– 7– 1 L ength750 m etres

6.1.Descriptionandcondition

 T hepathisam ow nstripthatis2.4 to2.6 m etresw idew ithnoevidenceofvehicleusage.

T hesurfaceisreasonably even.

6.2.S ignageandfacilities

 A benchlocatedatB6 (S U 9010 8367)w ouldprovideagoodrestingpointforthosetakinga

shortw alkfrom P oint1 andgivesafineview ofClivedenatthistim eoftheyear.

Page 5



© Crown copyright and database right 2019. Ordnance Survey 100018817

Date: 15/11/2019

Scale: 

Public Rights of Way

Drawn by: Jacqui Wheeler
Battlemead Common - Accessibility Audit

1

B1

7 5

4

B6

B5

2

3

6

B2

B3

B4

Page 6


	Agenda
	5 Accessibility Audits Working Group

